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Easter Message 2007  
The Patriarchs and Heads of Local Churches in Jerusalem 

 
"All I want is to know Christ and the power of His Resurrection and to share His sufferings" 
(Philippians ch. 3 v.10). 
 
Sisters and Brothers here and in all the world 
 
We greet you in the name of our Risen Lord and ask God to fill you with the joy and the strength of 
the Resurrection. 
 
Having opposed early Christians and, indeed, sought to bring many of them to trial for their faith, 
St. Paul I suddenly challenged by our Blessed Lord as he journeyed to Damascus. Within a short 
time he became a powerful messenger for Jesus. Reading his various Epistles we see he has much 
to say on many aspects of the Christian Faith. The statement he sets before the Philippians is 
regarded by many people as the most powerful: "All I want is to know Christ & the power of His 
Resurrection & to share His sufferings". In this short sentence he links the Cross and the 
Resurrection. The sufferings he has to face for his faith lead him to become conscious of the power 
of the Resurrection given to those who truly believe, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Yet again, recent months have shown us much of the hardships and sufferings people have to 
endure, not least in this Land. Much of this burden has arisen from man's inhumanity to man 
together with his deprivation of basic human dignity and rights, as it happens to us because of the 
siege imposed upon us. 
 
Our Blessed Lord challenges all of us that if we would be His disciples we must take up our Cross 
and follow Him. In the midst of sufferings we reach the power of the Resurrection and the power of 
the Spirit that enables us to take away the oppressions that are imposed upon us. 
 
So, as we celebrate the joy of Easter we must examine carefully where we stand in relation to God. 
Many of us need to abandon the selfish instinct within us. If we would truly seek the power of the 
Resurrection in our lives then we must disregard any idea we might have of self-sufficiency or 
worldly hopes that hide from our eyes the things of heaven and of the Spirit. If we believe in the 
Resurrection, we must affirm that our security is with God and in the power of the Resurrection. 
Again St. Paul reminds us when writing to the Corinthians:  
"We have this treasure. It is in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent Power belong to God 
and not to us" (2 Corinthians ch.4 v.1). 
 
Despite our weakness and despite the unjust circumstances imposed upon us, the power of God can 
free us if we come to understand the logic of the Spirit in us and if we accept to behave accordingly. 
On the first Good Friday the disciples of Jesus doubtless felt shattered.  However, gradually their 
faith was restored as they became conscious of their Risen Lord. Their own personal darkness of 
fear and uncertainty was suddenly illuminated by the light of Jesus' Resurrection. 
 
So as we celebrate the Resurrection we must be more diligent in searching for the light and in using 
it to build a better tomorrow for all of us, Palestinians or Israelis, Moslems, Jews, Christians and 
Druzes. WE research for the light that comes from God, illuminates all Creation, guides every true 
believer in his search, and helping him to find God's freedom for all His people together with His 
peace and justice.  
 
As we greet our sisters and brothers across the world we wish them the joy of Easter and the power 
of the Risen Lord in their daily lives. Whilst conscious of the care and concern shown by many of 
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you we again would ask for your particular prayers for this Land that God will guide all its 
governors and show them the path of justice and equality between all. Pray for the newly formed 
Unity Government of the Palestinians together with the Israeli Government and the Arab Initiative, 
to work for taking away fear and hence all oppression, the walls, the barriers and the prisons, so that 
hearts become full of trust and all can enjoy the same freedom and the same dignity. Then we 
would ask that you make a particular effort to encourage your particular nation to stop the embargo 
imposed upon us and to restore its aid to the Palestinians. Many vital areas of community are in a 
desperate plight as a result of the withholding of this aid- not least justice, economy, medical and 
educational etc…. 
 
As all Christians across the world celebrate Easter together we wish everyone, at home and abroad, 
that joy which our Blessed Lord's Resurrection brings. We ask God to bestow upon all the joy and 
the power of the resurrection so that the words of Jesus become real as He said: "I have come so 
that they may have life and have it to he full".  

 
(St .John ch.10 v.10). 

Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
May you experience a Happy and Holy Easter! 

Jerusalem, April 2007 
Patriarchs and Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem 
Patriarch Theophilos III of Jerusalem 
Patriarch Michel Sabbah, R.C. Latin 
Patriarch Torkom I Manooghian, Armenian Orthodox 
Fr. Pierbattista Pizziballa, ofm, Custos of the Holy Land 
Archbishop Anba Abraham, Coptic Orthodox 
Archbishop Swerios Malki Murad, Syrian – Orthodox 
Archbishop Abouna Mattias, Ethiopian Orthodox 
Archbishop Paul Sayyah, Maronite 
Bishop Suheil Dawani, Anglican 
Bishop Munib Younan, Lutheran 
Bishop Pierre Malki, Syrian- Catholic 
Bishop George Baker, Greek Catholic 
Fr. Rafael Minassian, Armenian Catholic 
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Patriarchs and Heads of the Local Christian Churches in Jerusalem 
 
Status of Jerusalem 
 

September 29, 2006 
  
  
Once more, we have experienced another period of deadly violence in the war in South Lebanon. 
We still face more death and demolition in Gaza, and more insecurity in the Israeli society. 
Therefore, we say it is high time to start a serious effort from all parts for a total definitive and just 
peace. Moreover, we believe that peace must begin in this Holy City of Jerusalem. 
 
Therefore, we present the following statement hoping it will bring a modest contribution to the birth 
of peace in our Land. 
 
In 1994, we, the patriarchs and heads of the local Christian Churches in Jerusalem, published a 
memorandum entitled "The Meaning of Jerusalem for Christians" that insisted on the Christian 
character of Jerusalem, and on the importance of the Christian presence in her. 
 
It also discussed the special political status that must be accorded to the city because of her sacred 
character. Since that time, we have witnessed the increasing tendency of the political authorities to 
unilaterally decide the fate of the city and define her status. The access of our faithful and our 
personnel to Jerusalem is ever-more difficult. 
 
With the construction of the wall many of our faithful are excluded from the precincts of the holy 
city, and according to plans published in the local press, many more will also be excluded in the 
future. Surrounded by walls, Jerusalem is no longer at the center and is no longer the heart of life as 
she should be. 
 
We consider it part of our duty to draw the attention of the local authorities, as well as the 
international community and the world Churches, to this very grave situation and call for a 
concerted effort to search for a common vision on the status of this holy city based on international 
resolutions and having regard to the rights of two peoples in her and the three faith communities. 
 
In this city, in which God chose to speak to humanity and to reconcile peoples with himself and 
among themselves, we raise our voices to say that the paths, followed up till now, have not brought 
about the pacification of the city and have not reassured normal life for her inhabitants. Therefore 
they must be changed. The political leaders must search for a new vision as well as for new means. 
 
In God's own design, two peoples and three religions have been living together in this city. Our 
vision is that they should continue to live together in harmony, respect, mutual acceptance and 
cooperation. 
  
1. Jerusalem, holy city and city of daily life for two peoples and three religions 
 
Jerusalem, heritage of humanity and holy city, is also the city of daily life for her inhabitants, both 
Palestinians and Israelis, Jews, Christians and Muslim, and for all who are linked to them by family 
ties as well as for those for whom Jerusalem is the location of their prayer, of their schools, 
hospitals and work places. 
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Not only historical memories and sacred places of pilgrimage, but also living communities of 
believers, Jews, Christians and Muslims, make the city of Jerusalem beloved and unique for each 
one of the three monotheistic faiths. Holy places and living human communities are inseparable. 
 
In addition, both the sacred character of the holy city and the needs of her inhabitants have attracted 
and continue to attract numerous religious institutions. These have been recognized by the 
successive authorities throughout the centuries and have acquired certain rights that allow them to 
fulfil their obligations toward the holy city and her inhabitants. 
 
Consequently, the fundamental rights pertaining to both individuals and institutions must be 
respected. For individuals, these are basic rights that permit them to exercise their religious, 
political and social duties and to meet their religious, educational, cultural and medical needs. 
 
For communities, this is the right to possess, to freely administer the works necessary for their 
ministry and their overall human development -- churches, monasteries, schools, hospitals, social 
institutions, theological and biblical institutes, accommodation for pilgrims, etc. It also includes the 
right to bring in the personnel and avail of the means needed for the proper functioning of the 
institutions. 
 
2. Requirements for a just and durable solution for the Jerusalem question 
 
The future of the city must be decided by common agreement, through collaboration and 
consultation and not imposed by power and force. Unilateral decisions or imposed solutions will 
continue to be very detrimental to peace and security. 
 
Different solutions are possible. The city of Jerusalem might remain united but sovereignty in this 
case must be shared, exercised according to a principle of equality by both Israelis and Palestinians. 
However, the city might also be divided if this be the desire of the two peoples who live here, with 
two distinct sovereignties, the aim of which would be to reach a true unity of hearts in the two parts 
of the city. 
 
The wall, which tears apart the city at more than one point and which excludes a great number of 
her inhabitants must give way to an education that will strengthen mutual trust and acceptance. 
 
Face to face with the inability of the parties involved to find a just and durable solution up until the 
present time, the assistance of the international community is a necessity. In the future too, this aid 
needs to continue in the form of guarantees that will ensure the stability of the agreements reached 
by the two sides. 
 
We recommend to create as soon as possible, an ad hoc committee to reflect on the future of the 
city. In this committee the local Churches of Jerusalem must be a part. 
 
3. Special status -- open city 
 
Jerusalem, holy city, heritage of humanity, city of two peoples and three religions, has a unique 
character that distinguishes her from all the other cities of the world; a character which surpasses 
any local political sovereignty. 
 
"Jerusalem is too precious to be dependent solely on municipal or national political authorities" (cf. 
Memorandum, 1994). 
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Jerusalem's two peoples are the guardians of her sanctity and carry a double responsibility: to 
organize their lives in the city and to welcome all the "pilgrims" who come from around the world. 
The needed international collaboration is not meant to replace the role and the sovereignty of her 
two peoples. It is rather needed in order to help both peoples to reach the definition and the stability 
of the special status of the city. 
 
That is why, concretely, and from the political, economic and social point of view, her two peoples 
must bestow on Jerusalem a special status that corresponds to her double character, holy and 
universal, and ordinary and local, where daily life unfolds. 
 
Once this status has been found and defined, the international community is required to confirm it 
with international guaranties that will assure continuing peace and respect for all. 
 
The components of this special status must include the following elements: 
 
"The human right of freedom of worship and of conscience for all, both as individuals and as 
religious communities" (cf. Memorandum, 1994). 
 
Equality of all her inhabitants before the law, in coordination with the international resolutions. 
 
Free access to Jerusalem for all, citizens, residents or pilgrims, at all times, whether in peace or in 
war. Therefore Jerusalem should be an open city. 
 
The "rights of property ownership, custody and worship which the different Churches have acquired 
throughout history should continue to be retained by the same communities. These rights which are 
already protected in the Status Quo of the Holy Places according to historical "firmans" and other 
documents, should continue to be recognized and respected" (cf. Memorandum, 1994). 
 
The various Christian holy places in the city, wherever they are, must remain united in geography, 
whatever the solution envisaged. 
 
Conclusion 
 
For Jews, Christians and Muslims, Jerusalem is a high place of revelation and of God's encounter 
with humanity. That is why we cannot remain indifferent to her fate nor remain silent in the face of 
her sufferings. 
 
"For Jerusalem's sake I will not rest until her vindication shines out like the dawn and her salvation 
like a burning torch" (Isaiah 62:1). 
 
We are launching this solemn appeal to all the religious leaders in the Holy Land to collaborate 
together in order to reach a common vision of the city that might unite the hearts of all believers. 
We call on our political authorities to seek out the common points of agreement and, in cooperation 
with the religious authorities, to find a solution which corresponds to the city's sacred character. 
 
We hope that our appeal might be heard and that the political leaders, respecting the nature of this 
holy city, might show themselves capable of reaching a final and definitive agreement that might 
make of Jerusalem a true sign of the presence of God and of his peace among all. 
 
 
Patriarch Theophilos III: Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
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Patriarch Michel Sabbah: Latin Patriarchate. 
Patriarch Torkom II: Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate. 
  
Father Pier Battista Pizziballa, Custos of the Holy Land 
Anba Abraham: Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate. 
Swerios Malki Mourad: Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate. 
 
Abune Grima: Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarchate 
Paul Nabil Sayyah: Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate. 
Bishop Riah Abu Al-Assal: Episcopal Church of Jerusalem & the Middle East 
 
Bishop Mounib Younan: Lutheran Evangelical Church 
Pierre Malki: Exarch for the Syrian Catholics -- Jerusalem 
George Bakar: Greek Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate 
Father Rafael Minassian: Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Exarcate 
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"THE JERUSALEM DECLARATION ON CHRISTIAN ZIONISM" 

 
Statement by Local Heads of Churches In Jerusalem 

 
August 22, 2006 

 
       “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) 
 
Christian Zionism is a modern theological and political movement that embraces the most extreme 
ideological positions of Zionism, thereby becoming detrimental to a just peace within Palestine and 
Israel.   The Christian Zionist programme provides a worldview where the Gospel is identified with 
the ideology of empire, colonialism and militarism. In its extreme form, it places an emphasis on 
apocalyptic events leading to the end of history rather than living Christ’s love and justice today.  
 
We categorically reject Christian Zionist doctrines as false teaching that corrupts the biblical 
message of love, justice and reconciliation.   
 
We further reject the contemporary alliance of Christian Zionist leaders and organizations with 
elements in the governments of Israel and the United States that are presently imposing their 
unilateral pre-emptive borders and domination over Palestine.  This inevitably leads to unending 
cycles of violence that undermine the security of all peoples of the Middle East and the rest of the 
world.   
 
We reject the teachings of Christian Zionism that facilitate and support these policies as they 
advance racial exclusivity and perpetual war rather than the gospel of universal love, redemption 
and reconciliation taught by Jesus Christ. Rather than condemn the world to the doom of 
Armageddon we call upon everyone to liberate themselves from the ideologies of militarism and 
occupation.  Instead, let them pursue the healing of the nations!  
 
We call upon Christians in Churches on every continent to pray for the Palestinian and Israeli 
people, both of whom are suffering as victims of occupation and militarism.  These discriminative 
actions are turning Palestine into impoverished ghettos surrounded by exclusive Israeli settlements.  
The establishment of the illegal settlements and the construction of the Separation Wall on 
confiscated Palestinian land undermines the viability of a Palestinian state as well as peace and 
security in the entire region. 
 
We call upon all Churches that remain silent, to break their silence and speak for reconciliation with 
justice in the Holy Land.   
 
 
Therefore, we commit ourselves to the following principles as an alternative way:  
 
We affirm that all people are created in the image of God.  In turn they are called to honor the 
dignity of every human being and to respect their inalienable rights. 
 
We affirm that Israelis and Palestinians are capable of living together within peace, justice and 
security.  
 
We affirm that Palestinians are one people, both Muslim and Christian.  We reject all attempts to 
subvert and fragment their unity. 
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We call upon all people to reject the narrow world view of Christian Zionism and other ideologies 
that privilege one people at the expense of others. 
 
We are committed to non-violent resistance as the most effective means to end the illegal 
occupation in order to attain a just and lasting peace. 
 
With urgency we warn that Christian Zionism and its alliances are justifying  colonization, 
apartheid and empire-building.   
 
God demands that justice be done.  No enduring peace, security or reconciliation is possible without 
the foundation of justice.  The demands of justice will not disappear.  The struggle for justice must 
be pursued diligently and persistently but non-violently.   
 
"What does the Lord require of you, to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 
God." (Micah 6:8) 
 
This is where we take our stand.  We stand for justice. We can do no other.  Justice alone 
guarantees a peace that will lead to reconciliation with a life of security and prosperity for all the 
peoples of our Land.  By standing on the side of justice, we open ourselves to the work of peace - 
and working for peace makes us children of God. 
 
"God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them.  And he 
has committed to us the message of reconciliation." (2 Cor 5:19) 
 
His Beattitude Patriarch Michel Sabbah 
Latin Patriarchate, Jerusalem 
 
Archbishop Swerios Malki Mourad, 
Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate, Jerusalem 
 
Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal,  
Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East  
 
Bishop Munib Younan, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land 
 
 
 
August 22, 2006 
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To the Heads of State – Presidents / Prime Ministers of the EU , USA and other 
donor countries incl. Canada, Japan, Australia etc. 

 
 

 
Your Excellencies,  
 
 
We greet you in the name of Peace and Justice from the Holy City of Jerusalem! 
 
As Heads of Churches we are very much concerned for the well-being of our people who are now 
faced with even greater hardships if your countries persist in their decision to cut off the aid to the 
Palestinian People and isolate the newly-elected Palestinian Authority. 
 
In God's name we would urge you to re-consider your decision. After all, your own International 
Observers declared the elections to be conducted in a just and honest manner and the outcome the 
wish of the greater number of the Electorate – hopeful of gaining an improvement in their daily 
lives through a more accountable Authority. 
 
More than this, we would ask that you seriously consider the potential for change which you might 
influence if you resolved to work with the Authority. Consultation has the possibility of 
encouraging efforts for good government and the abandonment of acts of terrorism; in the present 
volatile situation neglect of such an opportunity could lead to an even worse scenario.  
 
We much appreciate the assistance given to Church Institutions – particularly schools and hospitals 
– where we are struggling to ensure their continuing work to some 25% of Palestinian society. 
However, we strongly oppose any attempt to set parallel funding mechanisms. 
 
In conclusion, we would seek your support for our work as peacemakers and carers whilst pleading 
that you ensure that the demands of international law be upheld equally for Israel and the 
Palestinians. We condemn acts of violence and terrorism regardless of the perpetrators. 
 
 

Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem - May, 2006 
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STOP ALL THE VIOLENCE, PURSUE A JUST PEACE  

May 2006 

"Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands at a distance; for truth stumbles in the public 
square, and uprightness cannot enter. Truth is lacking, and whoever turns from evil is despoiled. 
The Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there was no one, and 
was appalled that there was no one to intervene.”  Isaiah 59: 14 - 16 

The violence and aggression of this present moment is without proportion or justification. 

An Israeli soldier was taken prisoner in a combat. A Jewish settler was kidnapped and killed. The 
Israeli response: three bridges were destroyed and a power substation was disabled causing tens of 
millions of dollars of damage and leaving up to 750,000 people without electricity or water in Gaza. 
Moreover, the Israeli forces have abducted 84 persons, among them 7 cabinet ministers and 21 
members of the Palestinian Legislative Council. This comes after a week in which 48 Palestinians 
were killed and among the dead were 27 innocent civilians, including nine children and a pregnant 
woman.  

Today, as Christian heads of the Churches in Jerusalem, we say: what is happening in our land is 
against all law and reason. It is our duty as religious leaders to keep saying this to our authorities. It 
is against all law and reason that the occupation continues and you keep on the path of death and 
destruction. “The Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there 
was no one, and was appalled that there was no one to intervene."  (Isaiah 59: 16) 

We call for the safe return of the Israeli soldier; we condemn the killing of the settler youth, as we 
condemn the daily abduction and killing of dozens of Palestinians and the imprisonment of 
thousands more. All human beings, Israelis and Palestinians, have the same dignity and must be 
equally treated. All aggression against human dignity, whether Israeli or Palestinian, must stop.  

Our sufferings, Israelis and Palestinians, will have an end when the truth on both sides is 
recognized. The right for Israel to have security must be recognized. At the same time, it must be 
recognized that the core of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians is the deprivation of the 
Palestinian people of their freedom and their right to an independent state side by side with Israel. 
We firmly support fighting against violence, but we insist that the elimination of violence starts by 
eradicating the roots of all the violence in our context which is the illegal post-1967 occupation and 
the denial of freedom to the Palestinian people.  

It is against all law and reason to continue on this path of death and destruction. The moral 
imperative is clear. Stop all the violence. Stop the killing. Protect the life and dignity of the people. 
Begin negotiations. Break this murderous chain of violence in which we are ensnared. And listen to 
God's call : "Depart from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it " (Psalm 33:15)  

Things have gone too far. We call on the international community to intervene and insist on a 
diplomatic solution to this conflict. All authorities must change course, and with unflinching 
international pressure and presence, they have to negotiate in order to reach a just and definitive 
peace.  

"What does the Lord require of you...To do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your 

God." 
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(Micah 6:8).  

 
 

The Patriarchs and Heads of the Churches of Jerusalem: 
The Palestinian Election 

 
01-Feb-06 

Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
 
We congratulate the Palestinian people for their democratic performance in the 
recent  parliamentary elections. We express our respect and our support to the will of the people 
expressed in these elections. We congratulate all those who were elected. 
 
Our message as Christian leaders in this new phase of our history is the message of our faith and 
our concern for all. Some may be afraid or troubled because of this new phase. We respond, first, 
with the words of Jesus Christ: “Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. Peace I bequeath to 
you; my own peace I give you, a peace which the world cannot give” (Jn 14:27). Second, “Be 
strong and stand firm” (Jos 1:9). We call upon the Palestinian people to continue their contribution 
to the making of their history whatever may be the difficulties or obstacles, internal or external. 
We pray for all those who will govern in this difficult period, and we extend our cooperation to 
them for the public good and the national Palestinian aspirations together with the cause of justice 
and peace in a non violent way, whether in regard to foreign relations, the rule of law together with 
full religious freedom, especially in the social and educational fields.   
  
Our message to the Government of Hamas, members and leadership, is the message of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ in his Sermon on the Mountain: “Blessed are the poor in spirit: the kingdom of heaven 
is theirs. Blessed are the gentle: they shall have the earth as their inheritance. Blessed are those who 
mourn: they shall be comforted. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for uprightness: they shall 
have their fill. Blessed are the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. Blessed are the pure in 
heart: they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognized as children of 
God” (Mt 5:3-10). 
 
We ask God to guide us towards what is good for all and for this Holy Land with all its inhabitants, 
Palestinians and Israelis, be they Moslems, Christians or Jews. 
 
 
+ Patriarch Theophilos III: Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
+ Patriarch Michel Sabbah: Latin Patriarchate. 
+ Patriarch Torkom II: Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate. 
Father Pierbattista Pizzaballa, ofm, Custos of the Holy Land 
+ Anba Abraham: Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate. 
+ Swerios Malki Mourad: Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate. 
+ Abune Grima: Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarchate 
+ Paul Nabil Sayyah: Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate. 
+ Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal: Episcopal Church of Jerusalem & the Middle East. 
+ Bishop Mounib Younan: Lutheran Evangelical Church. 
+ Pierre Melki, Exarch for the Syrian Catholics - Jerusalem  
+ André Dikran Bedoghlyan: Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate. 
Archimandrite Mtanious Haddad: Greek Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate. 
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Urgent appeal from the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem 
 
 
To President George Bush 
 
Tuesday, April 03, 2002 
 
Mr President, 
 
We appeal to you to stop immediately the inhuman tragedy that is taking 
place in this Holy Land in our Palestinian towns and villages. Only this 
morning the Israeli tanks have reached the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem, the City of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
There is wanton indiscriminate killings. Very many people are 
deprived of water, electricity, food supplies and basic medical needs. 
Many of our religious institutions have been invaded and damaged. 
We call upon your Christian Conscience- because we know you are the 
only one who can stop this tragedy immediately. 
 
We in return will play our part in mediating for the peace and 
security of all the people of this Land, both Israeli and Palestinian. 
 
Signed 
 
 
 
The Patriarchs, Archbishops and Heads of all the Christian Churches in 
Jerusalem 
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Christmas Message 2001 
by their Beatitudes the Patriarchs 

and all the Heads of the 
Christian Churches in Jerusalem 

 
"So then brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions you were taught... and may Our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts". (2Thess 2,15-17) 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ,  
 
In the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ we greet all of you in this Holy Land. We wish you all a 
Blessed Christmas and hope that this solemnity will bring us justice and peace. We pray and ask 
God to grant this precious gift to our troubled Land, to our suffering people and to all the 
inhabitants in their determined effort towards a just and lasting peace.  
 
We approach the Divine Infant's manger deeply conscious of the sufferings many of you have been 
called to endure, in these past months and are still enduring, whether through bereavement, injury, 
unemployment or a multitude of cares and anxieties. Time and again, hope has been raised only to 
be smashed by daily events. All around us, we still see violence as well as injustice. We observe 
total disregard for the dignity and worth of human kind as well as injustices and humiliation. All of 
this we deplore. All of which we believe is contrary to the will of God and the teaching of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 
In recent weeks we have attempted to play our modest part in trying to encourage the resumption of 
serious peace negotiations; to draw the world's attention to the suffering and hardships faced by so 
many in this Land and to safeguard the dignity of the Holy Places, now and especially in the future 
status of Jerusalem, as well as the rights of the Christian communities and churches around them. 
Today we renew our appeal to the political Leaders in this Holy Land to stop all kind of violence. 
So let us start a new era of justice and peace that sees both the Palestinian and Israeli peoples, 
within recognized borders, enjoying safety and tranquillity. We launch also an urgent appeal to the 
International Community to have enough courage to take the right decisions and implement them 
and so help our peoples to work on their fulfilment.  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
We have called you and all World Churches to pray for the establishment of justice and peace. You 
responded to our call and so we prayed together and we asked God to have mercy on his Holy City 
and all its inhabitants. A few weeks ago, we asked you to join us in our "Solidarity Convoy for 
Peace" to Bethlehem on the occasion of the hard times that Bethlehem and Christ's manger had to 
pass through. Again you answered our invitation and we walked to demonstrate our will of peace 
built on justice and truth according to the angels' song over Bethlehem.  
 
Now, as the Holy Season of Christmas approaches we would encourage everyone of you to stand 
firm in faith and rooted in your land with the fullness of Christmas joy in your hearts, as we tell you 
with Saint Paul: "Stand firm and hold to the traditions you were taught" (2Thes 2,15). We believe 
God gave us so much when He gave us Jesus, born in Bethlehem's stable. As the Holy Child grew 
into manhood and on through his Ministry he revealed to us so much that was in the Father's heart: 
"No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son who is close to the Father's heart who has made him 
known" (Jn 1, 18), and he taught us how to see God's will through what happens around us.  
 
Therefore, through our history full of death, destruction and injustice, we can still see God's love for 
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us and for his human children. His love strengthens us and renews our hope, so we persevere in our 
search for peace and justice. For this reason, despite all the sufferings and sorrows around us we 
must celebrate with joy this Christmas. We must pray too, that there will be found, on earth, men 
and women of goodwill, who will listen to the message of the Angels at our Saviour's Birth: "Glory 
to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with whom he is well pleased" (Lk 2,14), and 
work for God's peace especially in this Holy Land. We must also take great care to direct our 
children, many of whom have been traumatized by the experience of the past days, towards God's 
love and care for them so helping them towards a personal relationship to our Father in heaven and 
to love all their neighbours, through the Infant Jesus in his manger who was born to save all of 
humanity.  
 
From Bethlehem, the city of the Nativity of Our Lord, we greet our Churches and all our friends 
across the world and ask that in the midst of their prayers and celebrations they might remember 
their brothers and sisters with their many needs here in this Holy Land. We also call all our children 
to accompany their prayers with charity and awareness of the others' needs. We shall pray as well 
for the dear pilgrims and tell them that the Holy Land is in urgent need to see strong and 
courageous pilgrims come and witness through their presence, their faith and prayer to its sanctity 
and message of peace.  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
We all shall gather around the manger, in Bethlehem but also in our cities and all other localities 
and shall sing again the songs of love and hope whilst renewing our belief that our Land will some 
day enjoy justice and peace. May the eyes and hearts of many open to see that injustice should 
make place for justice and freedom to all. For this we shall pray as we shall pray for our Authorities 
and for the two peoples to understand that they can live together in peace and that they are called to 
build together the new society that God wants for the land He has blessed. May Almighty God hear 
and answer our prayer so that this Land and its entire people may know his love, joy, justice and 
peace!  
 
May the Lord grant you all a Blessed Christmas and every hope for the New Year, and may God the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit bless you! 
 
+ Ireneus, Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem  
+ Michel Sabbah, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem  
+ Torkom Manoogian, Armenian Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem  
Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, o.f.m., Custos of the Holy Land  
+ Anba Abraham, Coptic Archbishop of Jerusalem  
+ Swerios Malki Murad, Syrian Orthodox Archbishop of Jerusalem  
+ Aba Cuostos, Ethiopian Archbishop of Jerusalem  
+ Paul Sayyah, Maronite Archbishop in the Holy Land  
+ Riah Abu El Assal, Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem  
+ Munib Younan, Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Jerusalem  
Archim. Mtanios Haddad, Greek Melkite Catholic Patr. Vicar in Jerusalem  
Msgr George Makhzoum, Armenian Catholic Patri. Vicar in Jerusalem  
Fr. Elias Tabban, for the Syrian Catholic Patr. Vicariate in Jerusalem  
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive?”  (Lk 24:5)  
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Head of Christians in Jerusalem 

Statement of Their Beatitudes the Patriarchs and Heads of the Christian Communities in Jerusalem 
           

30 September 2000.  

 

STATEMENT 

 

"  With a resolute Christian faith that is predicated upon the teachings  
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and which calls for love, forgiveness and  
fellowship, We express our deep sorrow at the painful events that occurred  
at the Haram al-Sharif on midday, 29 September 2000.  We offer our  
sincerest condolences to the whole Palestinian people in general and to  
the bereaved families in particular, and denounce the aggression of the  
sanctuary of a holy place in Jerusalem.  We consider that such a violation  
is tantamount to a violation on any and all Christian and Muslim holy  
sites, and affirm our solidarity with the Palestinian people, Muslims and  
Christians alike, in defending their fundamental rights of worship and  
prayer in Jerusalem.  In so doing, We also reject any provocation against  
the feelings of the faithful irrespective of its nature, shape or  
presence.  

We re-affirm hereby our Christian position, as we have done time and again  
in our previous statements, of the need to ensure the freedom of movement,  
access, worship and prayer, as much as the need to put an end to  
violations against all holy places in Jerusalem.  We call for the  
implementation of all relevant and binding resolutions that reflect the  
principles of international legitimacy, and particularly those related to  
Jerusalem, in order to secure a comprehensive, just and lasting peace for  
the peoples of all the three monotheistic religions in the Holy Land.  

'How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God's people to live together in  
harmony!' Ps 133:1 "  
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The Patriarchs of Jerusalem letter to Camp David 

      HE Mr Bill Jefferson Clinton  

      President of the United States  
   

      HE Mr Ehud Barak  

      Prime Minister of Israel  
   

      HE Mr Yasser Arafat  

      President of the Palestinian National Authority  

   

      Jerusalem, 17 July 2000  

   

      Your Excellencies:  
   

      Greetings to you from Jerusalem as you strive to bring peace to our beloved Holy Land. We 
continue to pray that you will succeed in your prophetic mission of ending the long and painful 
conflict in our region. Yours is a difficult and challenging task, and we remain confident that you 
will conclude it in a manner that lifts up the hopes of the two peoples and three religions of this land 
- Palestinians and Israelis, Jews, Christians and Muslims alike.  
   

      Your Excellencies, it is an established fact that our Patriarchates and Churches enjoy a long 
history and a rich heritage in this biblical land. Local Christians have been represented by their 
ecclesial institutions here for centuries, and have enjoyed special privileges that were codified by 
the Status Quo provisions as much as by custom and tradition over many centuries. As you 
deliberate over those issues that impact the Holy City of Jerusalem, we trust you will not forget or 
overlook our age-long presence here. The rich tapestry of this land is made even richer and more 
precious with this continuous Christian life, witness and presence alongside the two other 
Abrahamic traditions of Judaism and Islam.  

   

      Conscious of this qualitative and quantitative reality as represented by all our Christian 
communities, we appeal to you as foremost political leaders and negotiators to ensure that the 
Christian communities within the walls of the Old City are not separated from each other. We 
regard the Christian and Armenian Quarters of the Old City as inseparable and contiguous entities 
that are firmly united by the same faith. Furthermore, we trust that your negotiations will also 
secure that any arrangement for Jerusalem will ensure that the fundamental freedoms of worship 
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and access by all Christians to their holy sanctuaries and to their headquarters within the Old City 
are not impeded in any way whatsoever. Such freedoms underline the special nature of this city and 
enhance its right to development.  

   

      We suggest that one possible way of ensuring this peaceful unity and cohesive prosperity of the 
Christian presence in the Holy City of Jerusalem - with its varied mosaic of worshippers, churches 
and sanctuaries - is through a system of international guarantees that will ensure to the three 
religious communities a quality of right of access to their respective holy places, of profession of 
faith and of development.  

   

      Your Excellencies, as Heads of our Churches and being fully conscious of the heavy duty we 
carry with us, we also suggest that it might well be advisable to have representatives from our three 
Patriarchates and the Custody of the Holy Land at the Camp David summit meeting as much as at 
any future fora in order to provide continuity and consultation on our future and on our rights so 
that our one collective presence here - with its history of rights and expectations - is maintained 
unequivocally and safeguarded fully.  

   

      In conclusion, and as we re-iterate our prayers for the success of your summit meeting, we also 
recall that Jerusalem - al-Quds the Sacred and Yerushalaim the Peaceful - will remain vital to Jews, 
Christians and Muslims alike.  And in so being, it will also reflect a sense of full equality for all the 
three religions witnessing in this land.  

   
   
   

      + Diodoros I                   + Michel Sabbah                     + Torkom II  

Greek Orthodox Patriarch                    Latin Patriarch                      Armenian Orthodox Patriarch  
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EASTER MESSAGE  
for the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000  

From Their Beatitudes the Patriarchs and Heads of the Christian Communities  
in Jerusalem  

to  
Our Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the Holy Land and the World 

The last few months have been encouraging to us all in view of the  
manifestations of solidarity from our Christian family. We inaugurated the  
celebrations of the third millennium together on 4 December 1999 when the  
Heads of all the traditional Churches in Jerusalem joined thousands of  
people from our land and other parts of the world at Manger Square in  
Bethlehem in a Common Celebration. This special event helped encourage large  
numbers of pilgrims to travel to the Holy land in order to witness to Christ  
and renew their faith in those places from where our Christian faith spread  
forth to the whole world.  

Shortly thereafter, we were richly blessed with the visit of many Heads of  
Churches. In early January 2000, a great many of the Patriarchs and  
Archbishops of the Greek Orthodox Church world-wide came to the Holy Land to  
celebrate Christmas together in Bethlehem. Later that month, in mid-January,  
the spiritual leader of the Armenian Orthodox Church, His Holiness Karekin  
II, Catholicos of All Armenians, visited us as well.  And it was only a few  
weeks ago that we welcomed in our midst His Holiness Pope John Paul II and  
tens of thousands of pilgrims from around the world who accompanied him on  
his spiritual pilgrimage to our land.  

All these events have given witness to the life and presence of the local  
Christian Church in our land and strengthened hope for our future despite  
the arduous journey along the pathway of peace.  

The reason for the Millennium is the anniversary of the birth of the Holy  
Child in Bethlehem. Now, as we approach the commemoration of the Passion,  
Death and Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we have the  
opportunity to focus attention on the basic tenets of our Christian faith.  

We remember today St Paul affirming to us, “All I want is to know Christ and  
to experience the power of his Resurrection, to share in his sufferings and  
become like him in his death, in the hope that I myself will be raised from  
death to life” (Phil 3:10-11). The world might disappoint human beings. It  
might disillusion them at times when it attempts to denigrate the eternal  
values that Jesus exemplified to us throughout his ministry. But we are  
called to be witnesses of the Risen Christ. We need to demonstrate our  
commitment to Christ in clear and meaningful words.  

Like Pontius Pilate in front of Jesus, many people ask today, “And what is  
truth?” (Jn 18:38).  As witnesses to our faith, we have to spell out our  
conviction that God’s truth is vital to our daily life.  Jesus said, “I am  
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the way, the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6).  By following the truth, we  
must emphasize the importance of sincerity and the need for compassion  
amongst human beings. As such, we ask all of you, clergy and laity alike,  
individuals or organizations, to love one another, to understand each other  
and to work together in order to preserve Jesus’ teachings and to uphold  
those principles for which he gave his life. Then, we will indeed prove that  
his death on the Cross was not in vain, nor was the power of his glorious  
Resurrection diluted over the centuries.  

All these events took place in the Holy City of Jerusalem which is at the  
heart of our Holy Land. We hope that all religious and secular authorities  
will work unstintingly to remove those obstacles that come in the way of a  
comprehensive and just peace for our region.  And no matter how difficult  
the times ahead, we encourage you to remain steeped in your faith so that  
you can “have the righteousness that is given through faith in Christ (Phil  
3:9) and that you can truly proclaim Jesus’ statement to his disciples, “Be  
brave, I have defeated the world!” (Jn 16:33).  Then, you can truly cry out  
aloud in jubilation Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Hallelujah!  
   
   
   
   

Their Beatitudes the Patriarchs and Heads of the Christian Communities in  
Jerusalem  
   

+ Diodoros I, Greek Orthodox Patriarch  

+ Michel Sabbah, Latin Patriarch  

+ Torkom II, Armenian Orthodox Patriarch  

Fr Giovanni Batistelli, Custos of the Holy Land  

+ Anba Abraham, Coptic Orthodox Archbishop  

+ Swerios Malki Mourad, Syrian Orthodox Patriarchal Vicar  

+ Gabriel, Ethiopian Orthodox Archbishop  

+ Riah Abu El-Assal, Anglican Bishop  

+ Mounib Younan, Lutheran Bishop  

+ Lutfi Lahham, Greek Catholic Patriarchal Vicar  

+ Boulos Sayyah, Maronite Patriarchal Vicar  

+ Gregorios Boutros Abdul Ahhad, Syrian Catholic Patriarchal Vicar  

mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com
mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com


 

JERUSALEM INTER-CHURCH CENTER.  St. Peter Street, Jaffa Gate, Old City, P.O. Box 741, Jerusalem 91000 
Tel: (+972-2) 6274534, 6289858 * Fax: (+972-2) 6274499 * E mail: yusef66jrs@yahoo.com   , jc-e@wcc-coe.org 

25 

+ Andre Bedoghlian, Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Vicar  
 

Patriarchs of Jerusalem on Nazareth Situation  

4th November 1999 

To all Ambassadors, Local Christians, Christian Pilgrims  
And Travel Agents in the Holy Land  
   

For two thousand years now, the City of Nazareth has been sacred to the  
Christian world as the site where the biblical event of the Annunciation took  
place. Ever since the period of Ottoman rule some five hundred years ago,  
this city has also lived in an  
atmosphere of peaceful co-existence between Christians and Muslims where the  
freedoms, rights and obligations of both parties were studiously observed by  
all parties. The common bonds that link Christianity and Islam in this city  
are firm and have made the City of the Annunciation an example of traditional  
harmony and peace.  

 These bonds range from a religious belief in the Virgin Mary as found in our  
Holy Books to a fulfilment of our civic responsibilities.  

This sense of peaceful co-existence and confident harmony has recently been  
shaken by a series of sad events that have been painful and  
counter-productive for the majority of both faith communities. The violent  
incidents last Easter when the Israeli police force did not initially  
intervene to control the riots, as well as the insults and injuries directed  
against many Christians, have unfortunately raised the levels of intolerance  
and tension further.  

Now, and despite the ruling of the court of law in Israel that the land  
adjacent to the Basilica of the Annunciation is state land, the government  
has supported a small group of fundamentalists who are intent on building a  
mosque only a few meters away from the historical church of the Annunciation  
 in Nazareth.  

We, the representatives of the Christian Communities in the Holy Land, view  
this decision with grave concern. Not only is it a clear discrimination  
against the Christian community in Galilee, it is equally an abandonment of  
the rule of law by the government and an attempt to promote electoral  
interests at the expense of the national unity of the Palestinian people  
across the land.  

Consequently, and to express the disapprobation of all the Churches at the  
way that their rights have been summarily violated, we wish to inform our  
faithful masses as well as pilgrims that all the Sanctuaries off the Holy  
Land will be closed on 22and 23  
 November 1999. We trust that we do not need to take any further steps in the  
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near future, and that the government will rise to the challenge by applying  
law and order for all.  

We sign this statement today with a heavy heart. We also  call upon our  
Muslim brothers to support us in this action so that what befalls us today  
will not also  befall them tomorrow. We also pray to the Almighty that the  
wounds of Nazareth will soon be healed, and that it can re-discover its  
special role as a symbol of the traditional and centuries-long peaceful  
co-existence between Christians and Muslims, and as stimulus for the peace  
which the Holy Land needs so much.  
   

Diodoros I                            Michel Sabbah  Torkom Manoogian  
Greek Orthodox Patriarch                   Latin Patriarch  Armenian Patriarch              

Giovanni Battistelli  
Custos of the Holy Land  
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Jerusalem, November 13, 1997 

STATEMENT BY THE LATIN PATRIARCATE OF JERUSALEM  

REGARDING THE ALLEGATION THAT CHRISTIANS IN PALESTINE 

ARE BEING SUBJECT TO PERSECUTION  

ON THE HAND OF THEIR MUSLIM NATIONALS, 

The Israeli media has recently reported allegations in which it said that Palestinian Christians are 
being subject to harassement and persecution under Palestinian Authority in Palestine. It reported 
that Palestinian Christians are being persecuted by their Muslim nationals.  

The allegations made by the Israeli media and others are totally untrue aimed at covering up 
the real facts of current oppression and political instability in the area, aiming to provoke 
hostility and breaches within the Palestinian people.  

The easiest way for that is to hammer on the religious feelings of both parties. 

Nonetheless, it is ironic for the Israeli media to spread such un-based rumors when all Palestinian 
citizens, Christians and Muslims alike, are subject to general instability due to the continuing Israeli 
occupation.  

As a matter of fact, both Muslims and Christians are trying together to find their way out of the 
misery they both are enduring under occupation. While aware of the rumors that the Israeli 
irresponsible media is spreading, we reiterate our firm position that been repeatedly stated : 

First, we deny and reject any allegation that we, Christians, are being subject to persecution at the 
hand of our Muslims nationals.  

Secondly, we neither are pro nor con any political regime or government. Our solidarity and 
defense go to the poor, oppressed regardless of their political identity.  

In this moment, we consider Palestinians to be the poor, oppressed under occupation and our 
solidarity goes to them as such.  

Thirdly, we reaffirm that the Palestinian Authority is and has been doing its best to make sure that 
Christians are being fairly and equally treated as all other Palestinian citizens. Moreover, the 
Palestinian Authority chaired by Arafat is easily accessible by us, religious leaders, through many 
channels. It is useless to mention that many Christians are highly ranked within the Palestinian 
Authority structure.  

Finally, we call upon the Israeli media as well as all others to be responsible and truthful in what 
they report given that the destination of a people is as serious as life and death. 
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Patriarchs and Head of Christian Communities in Jerusalem  

Christmas Message 1996  

Beloved Brothers and in Sisters in Christ,  

As we welcome the dawning of a new Christmas, we are reminded of how the angels sang, "Glory 
to God in the highest and peace to God's people on Earth." (Luke 2:14)  

1996, however, has not been a year of peace for people in the Holy Land. Instead, we have 
witnessed the harvest of hatred and enmity manifesting itself in the form of death and suffering 
amongst all the children of our forefather Abraham. Hope has turned to despair and goodwill to 
mistrust. Suicide bombings, wholesale closures and rising extremism have impacted Jews, 
Christians and Muslims alike. Hopes for peace have been stunted by human violence and 
unyielding postures.  

At such a critical period, we need to turn again to the infant Jesus, born in a modest manger in 
Bethlehem. We need to make room for the Saviour child in our hearts if we want to overstep 
mistrust and mutual negation. If the child cannot be born in our hearts, then the child will not be 
born at all. Are we willing to transform our hearts into cribs that are ready to receive God and 
facilitate His presence within us? Are we ready to implement Christ's command to love one another 
- a command as relevant to our world which stands on the threshold of the new millennium as it 
was 2000 years ago?  

AT this time of uncertain peace, the Christian community is called in nurture Christ's presence in 
this land. We must be the crib that embraces and protects the Prince of Peace, that represents the 
message of love and hope to the whole community and to all peoples. We must prepare Him room 
so that we might be His hands and feet, taking the initiative for peace. We need to teach ourselves 
how to go beyond our own human restrictions and limitations as well as those we impose upon 
others. The Christmas message leads us to seek a place where there is openness, room for common 
growth and new beginnings.  

As we look to a new year, we also pray for renewed hope amongst the two peoples of this land. Let 
all governments respect the dignity and human rights of everyone. Let all people respect others as 
they respect themselves and, as called for by the prophet Amos, Let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream (5:24).  

As Children of God, we all have a duty to pray and work for peace and to suffer with those whose 
lives are dimmed by the darkness of oppression. We cherish all efforts toward peace in the Holy 
Land. We wish God's wisdom and guidance to all the political leaders; may they have the strength 
and enjoy success so that our region will be blessed with the fruits of their mutual efforts - the joy 
of real peace. That should be our Christmas gift to each other and the real fruit of the Christmas 
season.  

We pray that our Saviour the Christ child, who has power over all evil, fills you with His blessings, 
May He bless you in the name of the Father, the son and the Holy Spirit, One God Forever and 
Ever, Amen.  

Jerusalem, Christmas 1996  
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Call for Peace and Justice in the Holy Land 

"The effect of Justice will be peace and the result of justice, quietness and security for ever" (Isaiah 
32:17) 

A STATEMENT OF THE PATRIARCHS, BISHOPS, CLERGY AND PEOPLE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OF JERUSALEM They are: The Greek Orthodox Patriarch, The Latin 
Patriarch, The Armenian Patriarch, The Custos of the Holy Land, Coptic Archbishop, Syriac 
Archbishop, Ethiopian Archbishop, Anglican Bishop, Greek Catholic Patriarchal Vicar, Maronite 
Patriarchal Vicar, Lutheran Bishop and Catholic Syriac patriarchal Vicar September 29,1996  

Our Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

For the past few days we have been going through the way of the cross. Together we have 
experienced feelings of pain and bitterness as we lived through the events that have shaken 
Jerusalem and the whole of our country, events that have let to the death of scores of people and 
wounding of hundreds.  

Our first response as Christians in the midst of crises is the response of prayer. We cry out to God 
to have mercy on all of us, and to grant wisdom to the leaders of all the peoples of his land so that 
they might make the right decisions that will put an end to bloodshed and lead us to a just peace.  

As we lift our voices in prayer, we wish to emphasize three principles that spring from the core of 
our faith in God and grow out of experience of the Christian Church in this country for the past 
2000 years  

1- Peace and security in our country cannot prevail unless they are established on justice. We 
believe that God is the God of justice and righteousness. God does not accept oppression, but calls 
on all of us as members of one human family, Arabs and Jews, to make justice and to love 
righteousness. God does not accept the domination of the powerful or their arrogance. Our faith 
assures us that any effort by the governing authority to impose peace in our country, which is not 
established on justice and righteousness, will lead to failure and disaster. We, therefore, urgently 
call on the Israeli government to pursue the peace process with all seriousness and to carry out all 
its obligations to our people. We urge the Israeli government to change its attitude and purify its 
motives. Peace cannot be imposed by the power of arms. Brutality will not lead to security. 
Stability cannot be established by way of injustice and the denial or rights. Justice must come first, 
and then peace will follow; a peace that will lead to security. We as Christians feel that the Israeli 
government's formula for peace is flawed. Its slogan is "security first and then peace." Such a 
formula casts justice aside and will never bring peace. As the prophet Isaiah has said "The effect of 
justice will be peace and the result of justice, quietness and security forever." (Isaiah 32:17).  

2- Our faith teaches us that there is not difference between the life of one person and another. There 
is no difference in God's eyes between Jew and Palestinian, between Arab and foreigner. God is the 
creator of all. As believers in one God, we plainly state that all must live under the same law. We, 
therefore, call on the Israeli government to bring all its discriminatory policies to an end. 
Palestinians should have rights in their country, just as Jews have rights in their country. This is the 
only way that peace can prevail. Every time the Israeli government gives preferential treatment to 
Jew over Palestinians, it sows the seed of hatred and violence and thus is responsible for the growth 
of animosity towards its own people. We urge the Israeli government to abstain from the 
confiscation of land, to return confiscated land to its rightful owners, to stop the demolition of 
homes, to release all prisoners and detainees, to remove road blocks, and to respect all signed 
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agreements. We call upon the Israeli government to close the recently opened tunnel, to refrain 
from causing insult and humiliation to the Palestinian people, and treat the Palestinians as genuine 
partners, who are seeking a life of freedom and dignity in their own country and on their own land. 
Racial discrimination does not lead to peace and security. Discrimination cannot be the basis for 
building trust between the two peoples.  

3- The opening of the tunnel in the Old City of Jerusalem was only the straw that broke the camel's 
back. However, the opening of the tunnel itself has great significance for it has touched the 
religious nerve of our Muslim brothers and sisters. The religious nerve in our country is the most 
sensitive nerve of all. A just and democratic government does not violate the religious sensitivity of 
others in this way. The easiest fire to kindle is the fire of religious opening of other tunnels which 
will inevitably lead to breaking into compound of the Mosque and the occupation of a part of it. 
Further archeological claims near the tunnel might also effect Christian sites and restrict pilgrims in 
the area. Therefore, what is required is the closure of the tunnel, along with pledge to the Muslim 
community that Israeli violation of Muslim of Christian holy places.  

"Jerusalem first" is now a priority. It is the heart of the conflict and the key to peace. When the 
closure of the Jerusalem is lifted and the two parties share sovereignty over it, Jerusalem will 
become the city of peace. If Israel maintains an exclusive sovereignty over the city, and continues it 
"judaization," Jerusalem will never be the city of peace. Any peace imposed by the iron fist will 
remain a fake and temporary peace. Jews will never feel secure and Palestinians will never submit 
to it. We there insist on an open Jerusalem, the capital for two states; a city that will be a model for 
the peaceful coexistence between two peoples, Palestinian and Israeli. Thus, Jerusalem will become 
a genuine symbol of authentic brotherhood and tolerance between the three faiths: Islam, Judaism, 
and Christianity.  

We call on all authorities concerned to end the violence, to work for the establishment of justice, so 
that stability might be realized. We ask God to fill our hearts and minds with love, strength, and all 
that is good, so that our region, our country, and our Jerusalem will have the peace for which we all 
strive and pray.  
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THE "MEMORANDUM OF THEIR BEATITUDES THE PATRIARCHS  

AND OF THE HEADS OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES IN JERUSALEM" 

November 14, 1994  

The Significance of Jerusalem for Christians 

   

On Monday, 14 November 1994, the heads of the Christian communities in Jerusalem met in 
solemn conclave to discuss the status of the Holy City and the situation of the Christians there, at 
the conclusion of which, they issued the following declaration: 

Jerusalem, Holy City 

Jerusalem is a city holy for the people of the three monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. Its unique nature of sanctity endows it with a special vocation: calling for reconciliation and 
harmony among people, whether citizens, pilgrims or visitors. And because of its symbolic and 
emotive value, Jerusalem has been a rallying cry for different revived nationalistic and 
fundamentalist stirrings in the region and elsewhere. And, unfortunately, the city has become a 
source of conflict and disharmony. It is at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian and Israeli-Arab 
disputes. While the mystical call of the city attracts believers, its present unenviable situation 
scandalizes many. 

The Peace Process 

The current Arab-Israeli peace process is on its way toward resolution of the Middle East conflict. 
Some new facts have already been established, some concrete signs posted. But in the process 
Jerusalem has again been sidestepped, because its status, and especially sovereignty over the city, 
are the most difficult questions to resolve in future negotiations. Nevertheless, one must already 
begin to reflect on the questions and do whatever is necessary to be able to approach them in the 
most favorable conditions when the moment arrives. 

Present Positions 
When the different sides involved now speak of Jerusalem, they often assume exclusivist positions. 
Their claims are very divergent, indeed conflicting. The Israeli position is that Jerusalem should 
remain the unified and eternal capital of the State of Israel under the absolute sovereignty of Israel 
alone. The Palestinians, on the other hand, insist Jerusalem should become the capital of a future 
State of Palestine; although they do not lay claim to the entire modern city, but envisage only the 
eastern, Arab part. 

Lessons of History 

Jerusalem has had a long, eventful history. It has known numerous wars and conquests and has been 
destroyed time and again, only to be reborn anew and rise from its ashes like the mythical phoenix. 
Religious motivation has always gone hand in hand with political and cultural aspirations and has 
often played a preponderant role. This motivation has often led to exclusivism or at least to the 
supremacy of one people over the others. But every exclusivity or every human supremacy is 
against the prophetic character of Jerusalem. Its universal vocation and appeal is to be a city of 
peace and harmony among all who dwell therein. 
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Jerusalem, like the entire Holy Land, has witnessed throughout its history the successive advent of 
numerous new peoples: people from the desert, the sea, the north and the east. Most often the 
newcomers were gradually integrated into the local population. This was a rather constant 
characteristic. But when the newcomers tried to claim exclusive possession of the city and the land, 
or refused to integrate themselves, the others rejected them. 

Indeed, the experience of history teaches us that in order for Jerusalem to be a city of peace, no 
longer lusted after from the outside and thus a bone of contention between warring sides, it cannot 
belong exclusively to one people or to one religion. Jerusalem should be open to all, shared by all. 
Those who govern the city should make it “the capital of humankind.” This universal vision of 
Jerusalem would help those who exercise power there to open it to those who are also fondly 
attached to it and to accept sharing it with them. 

The Christian Vision of Jerusalem 

Through the prayerful reading of the Bible, Christians recognize in faith that the long history of the 
people of God, with Jerusalem as its center, is the history of salvation that fulfills God’s design in 
and through Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 

The one God has chosen Jerusalem to be the place where his name alone will dwell in the midst of 
his people so that they may offer to him acceptable worship. The prophets looked up to Jerusalem, 
especially after the purification of the exile: Jerusalem will be called the “city of justice, faithful 
city,” (Is 1:26-27) where the Lord dwells in holiness as in Sinai (Ps 68:18). The Lord will place the 
city in the middle of the nations (Ez 5:5), where the Second Temple will become a house of prayer 
for all people (Is 2:2, 56:6-7). Jerusalem, aglow with the presence of God (Is 60:1), ought to be a 
city whose gates are always open (Is 11) with Peace as magistrate and Justice as government (Is 
17). 

In the vision of their faith, Christians believe the Jerusalem of the prophets to be the foreseen place 
of salvation in and through Jesus Christ. In the Gospels, Jerusalem rejects the Sent-One, the Savior; 
and he weeps over it because this city of the prophets, which is also the city of the essential salvific 
events – the death and resurrection of Jesus – has completely lost sight of the path to peace (Lk 
19:42). 

In the Acts of the Apostles, Jerusalem is the place of the gift of the Spirit, of the birth of the Church 
(Acts 2), the community of the disciples of Jesus who are to be his witness, not only in Jerusalem, 
but even to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). In Jerusalem, the first Christian community incarnated 
the ecclesiastical ideal, and thus it remains a continuing reference point. 

The Book of Revelation proclaims the anticipation of the new, heavenly Jerusalem (Rv 3:12. 21:2. 
Cf Gal 4:26. Heb 12:22). This holy city is the image of the new creation and the aspirations of all 
peoples, where God will wipe away all tears, and “there shall be no more death or mourning, crying 
out or pain, for the former world has passed away.” (Rv 21:4) 

The earthly Jerusalem, in the Christian tradition, prefigures the heavenly Jerusalem as “the vision of 
peace.” In the liturgy, the Church itself receives the name of Jerusalem and relives all of that city’s 
anguish, joy and hope. Furthermore, during the first centuries the liturgy of Jerusalem became the 
foundation of all liturgies everywhere. and later deeply influenced the development of diverse 
liturgical traditions, because of the many pilgrimages to Jerusalem and of the symbolic meaning of 
the Holy City. 
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The pilgrimages slowly led to an understanding of the need to unify the sanctification of space 
through celebrations at the Holy Places with the sanctification in time through the calendared 
celebrations of the holy events of salvation (Egeria, Cyril of Jerusalem). Jerusalem soon occupied a 
unique place in the heart of Christianity everywhere. A theology and spirituality of pilgrimage 
developed. It was an ascetic time of biblical refreshment at the sources, a time of testing during 
which Christians recalled that they were “strangers and aliens on earth,” (Heb 11:13) and that their 
personal and community vocation always and everywhere was to take up the cross and follow 
Jesus. 

The Continuing Presence of a Christian Community 

For Christianity, Jerusalem is the place of roots, ever-living and nourishing. In Jerusalem is born 
every Christian. To be in Jerusalem is for every Christian to be at home. 

For almost two thousand years, through so many hardships and the succession of so many powers, 
the local Church with its faithful has always been actively present in Jerusalem. Across the 
centuries, the local Church has witnessed the life and work, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in 
the same Holy Places and its faithful have been receiving other brothers and sisters in the faith, as 
pilgrims, resident or in transit, inviting them to be reimmersed into the refreshing, ever-living 
ecclesiastical sources. That continuing presence of a living Christian community is inseparable 
from the historical sites. Through the “living stones,” the holy archaeological sites take on “life.” 

The City as Holy and As Other Cities 

Thus the significance of Jerusalem for Christians has two inseparable fundamental dimensions: 

1. A Holy City with Holy Places most precious to Christians because of their link with the history 
of salvation fulfilled in and through Jesus Christ. 

2. A city with a community of Christians that has been living there continually since its origins. 

Thus for the local Christians, as well as for local Jews and Muslims, Jerusalem is not only a holy 
city, but also their native city where they live, whence their right to continue to live there freely, 
with all the rights which obtain from that. 

Legitimate Demands of Christians for Jerusalem 

In so far as Jerusalem is the quintessential Holy City, it above all ought to enjoy full freedom of 
access to its Holy Places and freedom of worship. Those rights of property ownership, custody and 
worship that the different churches have acquired throughout history should continue to be retained 
by the same communities. These rights that are already protected in the Status Quo of the Holy 
Places according to the historical “firmans” [decrees of the Ottoman emperors] and other 
documents, should continue to be recognized and respected. 

The Christians of the entire world, Western or Eastern, should have the right to come on pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. They ought to be able to find there all that is necessary to carry out their pilgrimage in 
the spirit of their authentic tradition: freedom to visit and to move around, to pray at holy sites, to 
embark into spiritual attendance and respectful practice of their faith, to enjoy the possibility of a 
prolonged stay and the benefits of hospitality and dignified lodgings. 
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The local Christian communities should enjoy all those rights to enable them to continue their 
active presence in freedom and to fulfill their responsibilities toward their own local members and 
to Christian pilgrims throughout the world. 

Local Christians, not only in their capacity as Christians, but like all other citizens, religious or not, 
should enjoy the same fundamental rights for all: social, cultural, political and national. Among 
these rights are: 

• The human right of freedom of worship and of conscience, for both individuals and religious 
communities. 

• Civil and historical rights that allow them to carry out their religious, educational, medical and 
other duties of charity. 

• The right to have their own institutions, such as hospices for pilgrims, institutes for the study of 
the Bible and the traditions, centers for encounters with believers of other religions, monasteries, 
churches, cemeteries and so forth, and the right to have their own personnel man and run these 
institutions. 

In claiming these rights for themselves, Christians recognize and respect similar and parallel rights 
of Jewish and Muslim believers and their communities. Christians declare themselves disposed to 
search with Jews and Muslims for a mutually respective application of these rights and for a 
harmonious coexistence, in the perspective of the universal spiritual vocation of Jerusalem. 

Special Statute for Jerusalem 

All this presupposes a special judicial and political statute for Jerusalem that reflects the universal 
importance and significance of the city. 

1. In order to satisfy the national aspirations of all its inhabitants and in order that Jews, Christians 
and Muslims can be “at home” in Jerusalem and at peace with one another, representatives from the 
three monotheistic religions, in addition to local political powers, ought to be associated in the 
elaboration and application of such a special statute. 

2. Because of the universal significance of Jerusalem, the international community ought to be 
engaged in the stability and permanence of this statute. Jerusalem is too precious to be dependent 
solely on municipal or national political authorities, whoever they may be. Experience shows that 
an international guarantee is necessary. 

Experience shows that such local authorities, for political reasons or the claims of security, 
sometimes are required to violate the rights of free access to the Holy Places. Therefore it is 
necessary to accord Jerusalem a special statute that will free Jerusalem from laws imposed as a 
result of hostilities or wars, but to be an open city that transcends local, regional or world political 
troubles. This statute, established in common by local political and religious authorities, should also 
be guaranteed by the international community. 

Conclusion 

Jerusalem is a symbol and a promise of the presence of God, of fraternity and peace for humankind, 
in particular the children of Abraham: Jews, Christians and Muslims. 
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We call upon all parties concerned to comprehend and accept the nature and deep significance of 
Jerusalem, City of God. None can appropriate it in exclusivist ways. We invite each party to go 
beyond all exclusivist visions or actions, and without discrimination, to consider the religious and 
national aspirations of others in order to give back to Jerusalem its true universal character and to 
make of the city a holy place of reconciliation for humankind. 

The declaration was signed by the following: 
• Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem 
• Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem 
• Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem 
• Custos of the Holy Land 
• Coptic Archbishop of Jerusalem 
• Syriac Archbishop of Jerusalem 
• Ethiopian Archbishop of Jerusalem 
• Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem and Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church 
• Greek Catholic Patriarchal Vicar 
• Lutheran Bishop of Jerusalem 
• Maronite Patriarchal Vicar of Jerusalem 
• Catholic Syriac Patriarchal Vicar of Jerusalem 
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Statement By The Heads Of The Christian Communities In Jerusalem 

April 26, 1989 

We send you herewith a copy of the original text in English and we would be grateful to you if you 
could make it known as much as possible. 

We, the Head of the Christian Communities in the Holy City, have met together in view of the 
grave situation prevailing in Jerusalem and the whole of our country. 

It is our Christian conviction that as spiritual Leaders we have an urgent duty to follow up the 
developments in this situation and to make known to the world the conditions of life of our people 
here in the Holy Land. 

In Jerusalem, on the West Bank and in Gaza our people experience in their daily lives: 
constant deprivation of their fundamental rights' because of arbitrary actions deliberately 
taken by the authorities. Our people are often subjected to unprovoked harassment and 
hardship. 

We are particularly concerned by the tragic and unnecessary loss of Palestinian lives, especially 
among minors. Unarmed and innocent people are being killed by 'the unwarranted use of firearms 
and hundreds are wounded by the excessive use of force. 

We protest against the frequent shooting incidents in the vicinity of Holy Places. 

We also condemn the practice of mass administrative arrests, and of continuing detention of adults 
and minors without trial. 

We further condemn the use of all forms of collective punishment, including the demolition of 
homes and depriving whole communities of basic services such as water and electricity. 

We appeal to the world community to support our demand for the re-opening of schools and 
universities, closed for the past sixteen months, so that thousands of our children can enjoy again 
their basic right to education. 

We demand that the authorities respect the right of believers to enjoy free access to all places 
of worship on the Holy Days of all religions. 

We affirm our human solidarity and sympathies with all who are suffering and oppressed; We pray 
for the return of peace based on justice to Jerusalem and the Holy Land; and we request the 
international community and the United Nations organization to give urgent attention to the 
plight of the Palestinian people, and to work for a speedy and just resolution of the 
Palestinian problem. 

This statement is signed by: 

His Beatitude Diodoros I Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem  
His Beafitude Michel Sabbah, Latin Patriarch 
His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian, Armenian Orthodox Patriarch 
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Very Rev. Father Carlo Cecchitelli, of m, Custos of the Holy Land 
His Exc. Amba Basilios, Coptic Orthodox Archbishop 
His Exc. Mar Dionysios Behnam Jijawi, Syrian Orthodox Archbishop  
His Exc. Msgr Lutfi Laham, Greek Melkite Catholic Patriarcal Vicar  
Right Rev. Samir Kafity, Bishop of the Episcopalian Church 
Right Rev. Naim Nasr, Bishop ot the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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