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Prophetic voice towards just Peace

" #
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Easter Message 2007

The Patriarchs and Heads of Local Churches in Jerusalem
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[ ~ PATRIARCHS AND HEADS
53| (K3 OF LOCAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM

A MESSAGE OF CONCERN TO ALL THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

As Leaders of the Christian Churches in Jerusalem concerned at the presetit situation in
the Palestinian Territories we feel we must voice our anxiety for all our people - Christian and
Maoslem alike - at the detgriorating relations between Falah and Hamas leaders and the armed
furces,

It would appear that all kinds of mediation and attempts at reconciliation have so far
failed resulting in a dead lock in the situation, The latest allegations and threats which have been
aired through the local and international media have resulted in some large scale fighting which
soon will be very difficult to stop. Added to this, the threatening language of the last few days by
representatives of both movements and other related parties are both unprecedented and very
agpressive, Such occurtences can only bring a civil war nearer by the hour. The outcome would
be so drastic that it will obscure the real prierities of the whole Palestinian issue.

So we fee] the time has come to call for ntense prayer to Almighty God for peace and an
opportunity for calm in order that all parties can consider carefully the various issues at stake.
Instead of hurling accusations at each other we would urge everyone to pray for their peighhours
in the widest possible sense. It is surely time to unite rather than collide. Fighting and kidnapping

-opponents will nor bring down the Security Wall or end the embarpo on the Palestinian people.

We belicve we have an obligation to change cowrse especially for the sake of all our
children and young people who deserve a better future devoid of hatred and bitterness. Bloodshed
and violence will not bring peace it will only further destroy family life and further endanger the
economy of our land.

The time has come for all out effort (o unite our people and so concentrate on working for
Independence together with the opportunity for all the people of this Holy Land - Christian,
Moslem and Jew, -to know security and peace,

We are ready to play our part in attempting to end the present situstion as quickly as
possible as mediators or in whatever role deemed necessary and helpful by owr peaple. It is vital
to bring a real sense of unity in government; to unite the security forces; remove arms from our
streels and encourage the Isracli and Palestinian leaders to return to the negotisting table.

in conclusion we would remind everyone of the words of our Blessed Lord:
"Rlessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God," (Matt, Chsva)

+ Patriarch Theophilos 1T Greek Orthodox Pairiarchate

i Patriarch Michel Sabbah, Latin Patriarchate,

+ Patriarch Torkom I1, Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate.

Fr. Pier Badtista Pizzaballa, ofm, Custos of the Holy Land

+ Anba Abraham, Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate.

+ Archbishop Swerios Malki Mourad, Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate,

+ Abune Matthias, Ethiopian Orthedox Patriarchate

+ Archbishop Paul Nabil Sayyah, Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate.

+ Bishop Rizh Abu Al-Assal, Episcopal Chorch of Jepusalem & the Middle East.
+ Bishop Moumb Younan, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land.
+ Bishop Pierre Malki, Syrian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate

+ Bishop George Bakar, Greek Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate.

Fr. Raphael Minassian, Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate
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Patriarchs and Heads of the Local Christian Churches in Jerusalem

Status of Jerusalem

September 29, 2006

/+ 6 E "6 + 0 D)% 0
B 49/ = "0
- | + " 6 <
0 6 /+ % 6 % oo 0
- [+ + + % % %
) 0
= 2+ [ %
>" >
/ 0
= % "
0% I+ 6 + "
n n []I
6 F 0
B + E
" % / " + % E
0% %'+
% 0
B " + [+
+ / 6 ' 6
6 "o
6 + 0
= [ + 4 ? +
6 [+ 6 " / + +/ 6 %
% 6 % 0
" % 0" +6 + + 0
=4 ) + | + 6 % 6 ")
6 " 6 " /
0

/ " "o " " % 1'%

+ + "/' /

JERUSALEM INTER-CHURCH CENTER. St. Peter Street, Jaffa Gate, Old City, P.O. Box 741, Jerusalem 91000
Tel: (+972-2) 6274534, 6289858 * Fax: (+972-2) 6274499 * E mail: yusef66jrs@yahoo.com , jc-e@wcc-coe.org

&



mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com
mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com

8
% 6 [ +1/ /2 " % 6 G
0 6 % 0
: 1% ' % 6
0" 6 % 9 %"
6 G +
% + "o % 0
G "/ % 6 %
03 6 / % E /
/ / 0
3 / / " + ? "
6 6 FF / / / /
/ % % / [ 0=
% 6
0
2. Requirements for a just and durable solution for the Jerusalem question
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PATRIARCHS AND HEADS
OF LOCAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM

For the attention, please, of CONGRESSMEN McCAUL & CROWLEY

Patrinreh Theophilos 111 Your Excellencies,

Gresk Ortodox Pasiarchate

P" : "_ iz As Co—ordinator of the Patriarchs .and Heads of
atriarch Michel Sabhah Churches in Jerusalem, I am asked to write to you in response to
F..C. Latin Patriarchate the Fesolution which you are submitting to the House of

Patriarch Torkom 1T Representatives of the USA - "Condemning the Persecution of

Palestinian Chrisiians,"

Armeniss Aposichio
Cireboda. Pairiarchas Flease, your Resolution is based on many false
Pier-Battista Pizzaballa affirmations. Moreover, the issues between Moslems and Christians
are the concern of the local Christians and their Spiritual Leaders
who are able to resolve them for themselves. They are not seeking

Cusins of the Holy Land

Anbs Abratism your interference in their internal problems.

Cogtie Onibodax

Swerlos Malki Mourad Murthermere, the Palestinian Authority is not

i ki allowed to exert its full authority te impose public internal order
due to the continuing Occupation and its consequences. Therefere,

Abune Grima abuses, within this lack of authority are many, betwean Moslems and

Ethiopizs Orthodax Moslems, as well as between Moslems and Christians,

Paul Mabil Ssyyah e )
4 Your suppert for the Christian Presence in the

Murulle Puiarchal Holy Land will best be served by helping to remove the Separation
Exarchate Wall { which has converted all the Palestinian tewns into big

Riah Abu Al-Assal prisons for Christians and Moslems alike } and by helping to bring
Episscpal Charch of ﬁc:ﬁuin to an end with all its inherent types of oppression and
: i miliarion.

Diddla Bast Youra sinceraly,

Mownil Younan

o im0 e,

& the Haly Land Michael H, Sellors
Fierre Malki

fyrim Catholia

Pagrsarchal Bxnpehars
George Balar

Groek Cathalic

Pairsrchal Exarchate
Fr, Raphael Minassian
Armenian Cattealic
Pamiarchal Exsschale

Jerusalem  19th June 2006

Co-grdinaror; The Very Revd. Michael H. Sellors - Mobile: 0547761%38 - Fax: +9%72-2-6276301
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To the Heads of State — Presidents / Prime Ministers of the EU , USA and other
donor countries incl. Canada, Japan, Australia etc.
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STOP ALL THE VIOLENCE, PURSUE A JUST PEACE
May 2006

"Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands at a distance; for truth stumbles in the public
square, and uprightness cannot enter. Truth is lacking, and whoever turns from evil is despoiled.
The Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there was no one, and
was appalled that there was no one to intervene.”
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Urgent appeal from the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem
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Christmas Message 2001
by their Beatitudes the Patriarchs
and all the Heads of the
Christian Churches in Jerusalem
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“Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive?” (Lk 24:5)
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Head of Christians in Jerusalem
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The Patriarchs of Jerusalem letter to Camp David
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EASTER MESSAGE
for the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000

From Their Beatitudes the Patriarchs and Heads of the Christian Communities

in Jerusalem
to
Our Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the Holy Land and the World
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P 5 / 1
Patriarchs of Jerusalem on Nazareth Situation
4th November 1999
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Jerusalem, November 13, 1997
STATEMENT BY THE LATIN PATRIARCATE OF JERUSALEM
REGARDING THE ALLEGATION THAT CHRISTIANS IN PALESTINE
ARE BEING SUBJECT TO PERSECUTION
ON THE HAND OF THEIR MUSLIM NATIONALS,

: +
% %< " 0=
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The allegations made by the Israeli media and others are totally untrue aimed at covering up
the real facts of current oppression and political instability in the area, aiming to provoke
hostility and breaches within the Palestinian people.
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In this moment, we consider Palestinians to be the poor, oppressed under occupation and our
solidarity goes to them as such.
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Patriarchs and Head of Christian Communities in Jerusalem

Christmas Message 1996
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Call for Peace and Justice in the Holy Land
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THE "MEMORANDUM OF THEIR BEATITUDES THE PATRIARCHS

AND OF THE HEADS OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES IN JERUSALEM"

November 14, 1994

The Significance of Jerusalem for Christians

On Monday, 14 November 1994, the heads of the Christian communities in Jerusalem met in
solemn conclave to discuss the status of the Holy City and the situation of the Christians there, at
the conclusion of which, they issued the following declaration:

Jerusalem, Holy City
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The Christian Vision of Jerusalem
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The Continuing Presence of a Christian Community
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The City as Holy and As Other Cities
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Legitimate Demands of Christians for Jerusalem

z G " %6
" 4 )"
+ 6 G
%" 0"
L MT

/ % 9 0

" + /B /
0" % %
6 6

% ?

Al

Me % 1A

0= %

%

?+ 11

/ " " /

JERUSALEM INTER-CHURCH CENTER. St. Peter Street, Jaffa Gate, Old City, P.O. Box 741, Jerusalem 91000
Tel: (+972-2) 6274534, 6289858 * Fax: (+972-2) 6274499 * E mail: yusef66jrs@yahoo.com , jc-e@wcc-coe.org



mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com
mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com

6 % + + %
+ 0
) / " " % 2 9 |/
<" / / 0
V- + / % 6
0
V 6 + " / /
"0
/e 6 + / /
5% / + % 6 / /
/ / 6 +
0
= 6 / 9
+ % 6 0 6
+ + 6
E / 6 6 6 0

< 6
"0
0= " % + /
% L M + / 6
/ + |/ %
% 0
05 6 / " %
% 0 %
[+ 6 "R E +
"0
E + / "
G 6 0"
" + +
+ /% % " / +
% 0" / % %" /
% %" ")
Conclusion
) 4 | " ?
% +/ 0

JERUSALEM INTER-CHURCH CENTER. St. Peter Street, Jaffa Gate, Old City, P.O. Box 741, Jerusalem 91000
Tel: (+972-2) 6274534, 6289858 * Fax: (+972-2) 6274499 * E mail: yusef66jrs@yahoo.com , jc-e@wcc-coe.org

12



mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com
mailto:yusef66jrs@yahoo.com

% " E 6 6 / + /
6 % ? 6

The declaration was signed by the following:
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Statement By The Heads Of The Christian Communities In Jerusalem
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We, the Head of the Christian Communities in the Holy City/ 6 6 +
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In Jerusalem, on the West Bank and in Gaza our people experience in their daily lives:
constant deprivation of their fundamental rights' because of arbitrary actions deliberately
taken by the authorities. Our people are often subjected to unprovoked harassment and
hardship.
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We further condemn the use of all forms of collective punishment, including the demolition of
homes and depriving whole communities of basic services such as water and electricity.
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We demand that the authorities respect the right of believers to enjoy free access to all places
of worship on the Holy Days of all religions.

B " " + + B "

based on justice to Jerusalem ") Jand we request the
international community and the United Nations organization to give urgent attention to the
plight of the Palestinian people, and to work for a speedy and just resolution of the
Palestinian problem.
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