Ráduly Róbert Kálmán úr

Csíkszereda Polgármestere részére

Csíkszeredai Önkormányzat

Vár tér 1. 530110 Csíkszereda

Hargita Megye

Románia

Dear Colleague,

My name is [naam] and I am the Mayor of [stad/gemeente], a town in the [North/South/East/West] of the Netherlands.

I am writing to you in relation to Amnesty International’s paper Treated like waste: Roma homes destroyed, and health at risk, in Romania. I am deeply concerned that Roma in Csíkszereda, along with Romani communities across Romania, often are victims of forced evictions, and as a result suffer additional violations of their right to adequate housing.

I am deeply concerned about the living conditions of the community living on Primaverii Street, especially due to the proximity of the location to the town’s sewage treatment plant. The current housing provided by the local authorities after the community’s eviction from Pictor Nagy Imre Street in 2004, violates the international human rights obligations, by which the Csíkszereda authorities are bound, to ensure that everybody enjoys their right to adequate housing without discrimination.

I regret that the local authorities of Csíkszereda forcibly evicted the Roma from a building in the centre of the town in 2004, without providing safeguards as obliged by international human rights standards. I would like to remind you that forced evictions are unlawful and unacceptable.

Being a Mayor myself, I know that you, Mayor of Csíkszereda, can do a lot to correct the wrong the city has done by evicting this community and by placing them at a location and in conditions unfit for human habitation. To this end I ask you to:

· engage in a genuine consultation with the Romani communities next to the sewage treatment plant in order to identify a relocation site and provide them with adequate housing;

· consider this an urgent matter;

· devise a plan to facilitate the integration of Roma within the broader community of Csíkszereda;

· put an end to all forced evictions.

I look forward to receiving your response and to being informed about the measures you will take to ensure that the Romani communities in Csíkszereda fully enjoy their right to adequate housing.

Sincerely yours,

